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1. Introduction

Meaning of marriage has never been stable and it keeps evolving through new generations
both materially and morally. Social views on multiple wives,

inter-racial relations, and divorce have changed. But the fundemental elements of marriage
institution have remained still for centuries, and one of them was belonging of marriage

only to heterosexual couples until very recently.

To some the idea of same-sex marriage is a fundamental departure from other
marital changes, while for others it is a natural extension of changes begun long ago.
Thus, where same-sex marriage begins is a matter of debate. And this caused to a variation

of steps that are taken by different countries about legislation of same-sex marriage.

Basic arguments of same-sex marriage proponents’ are: equality, marriage is based on love,
marriage is always changing this is the part of its evolution while opponents’ are faith based

arguments or procreation.

Alterations to heterosexual institutions resulting from contracting problems arising in
homosexual relations will, indeed, have profound effects on heterosexual marriage, and
heterosexual pressures on marriage law will likely be inappropriate for homosexual couples.
But the biggest problem is about children that are getting hurt from these marriages

because all types of divorce affects children badly.

1.1. Information About The Leading Non-Governmental Organizations of LGBT

In order to have a closer look to what society thinks about legalization of same sex marriage and also
to find support to our arguments in our project, it was essential for us to make investigations
through non governmental organizations. This is because, it was the only way to be able to find out
the point of view of a country regardless of its political or governmental opinion. Also, since they
have wide number of members which are from their country, we can get large source of people to

reach the most accurate conclusion.



Here it can be found the couple of the leading non-governmental organizations:
COC Netherlands (Netherlands)

This organization was found in 1946 with the aim of contributing to social emancipation and making
recreation for gay men and lesbian women. COC struggles for the decriminalisation of sexual
orientation and gender identity and for equality and LGBT’s social accaptance in all over the world.

Thus, it also has a special status with the United Nations that only few LGBT organisations have.
Secret Garden (Netherlands)

Secret Garden was established in Amsterdam in 1994 with the aim of bringing together the Muslim

lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgenders.
Spod (Turkey)
Lambda istanbul(Turkey)

It was founded in 1993 as a cultural space for the LGBT community, and became an official

organization in 1996.
KaosGL (Turkey)
istanbul LGBTT

1.2. General View to the History of Same-Sex Marriage

Between 20th and 21st centuries, there has been a growing movement for same-sex
couples being able to get married as straight people in some countries. Legal recognition of
marriage opens up a wide range of entitlements, including social security, taxation,

inheritance and other benefits unavailable to couples unmarried in the eyes of the law.

Since homosexual couples are not allowed to get married by law, they were not able to
access to the legal benefits of marriage. Although homosexual couples could get some of
the benefits without marriage by getting registered partnership, there were still so many
benefits they could not get such as inheritance, hospital visitation, adopting children and

immigration.



The first country to legalize same-sex marriages was the Netherlands (2001), while the first
marriages were performed in the Amsterdam city hall on April 1, 2001. As of August 2013,
same-sex marriages are legal nationally in fifteen countries: the Netherlands

(2001), Belgium (2003), Spain and Canada (2005), South

Africa (2006), Norway and Sweden (2009), Portugal,lceland and Argentina (2010), Denmark (
2012), Brazil, France, Uruguay and New Zealand (2013). In Mexico, same-sex marriage is
recognized in all states, but performed only in Mexico City, where it became effective on

March 4, 2010.

In the United States as of October 2013, 14 states

(NewYork, Vermont, lowa, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Massachusetts,Washington
(state), Maine, Maryland, California, Delaware, Rhode Island, Minnesota), the District of
Columbia and New Jersey are the ones to recognize and offer same-sex marriages, while the
states of Colorado, Nevada and Oregon offer same-sex partners benefits similar to those of

legally married couples.

1.3. How the Discussion of Same-Sex Marriage is Related to Our Project

In this project, we focussed on the differences between social and cultural aspects of the different
countries on legalization of the same-sex marriage. In the light of these differences, we aim to figure
out the obstacles which prevent the same-sex marriage to be legalized in Turkey. To observe these
differences clearly, we gave weight to the country, Netherlands, in which the process of the
struggles against inequality in the institution of marriage has gone long way back. Also, in order to

make comparison, we will discuss the situation of today’s Turkey about LGBT rights.



2. Legalization of Gay-Marriage from the Perspective of Society
According to the articles we have read and our interviews, we categorized the
factors that affects the public opinions about gay marriage. These categories are

social facts, political facts, religious facts and media factor.

2.1. Facts that affect the opinions about Gay-Marriage

2.1.1 Social Facts

To start with the fact that affect the opinions about Gay-Marriage in a bad way it can be
attributed to ignorance of the differences of gay, lesbian and heterosexual couples.
According to Kathleen E. Hull, who writes the article named “The Cultural Power of Law and
the Cultural Enactment of Legality”, the rates about different issues varies with respect to
these types of relationships. And he says that the biggest difference is about child issue.
Because in same-sex marriages, children and one of the parents biological relationship must
be broken either ways. And it will surely be a problem for child. Also gay or lesbian parents

will be main role models for children.

All rules about marriage institutions are regulated with respect to heterosexual couples and

it is not that easy to fit it to other types of relationships without hurting the traditional one.

Marriage is changed to accommodate the demands of same-sex couples these changes
will hurt heterosexual marriages. To the extent changes are not made, same-sex couples will

find marriage laws unsatisfactory and inefficient for their needs.

Slightly over thirty years ago family law went through a conceptual revolution called no-fault
divorce, and thirty years later we know something about the consequences of that paradigm
shift. During that debate the case was made that in-tact marriages would be unaffected by
the legal change and the social impact would be minimal. It was hard to imagine how
releasing dead marriages from bondage could have any negative impact on other loving

marriages. In particular, the predictions of no impact stemmed from the view that marriage



is an environment to assist adult relationships to be stable and loving. The mistakes made

by no-fault divorce reformers are now being made by proponents of same-sex marriage.

David Bos told that visibility is also one of the most important part of social facts and some gay or
lesbians feel emberrased to show up in a boat in gay pride because they think that their family will
be criticized by society. Or maybe they do not want to show up on TVs or newspapers with pictures
because they belive in to be heard, not to be seen to reach the accaptance of homosexuality. Instead
he said, they have interesting strories to tell . Not only interviews with gays or lesbians, also with

their parents.

In our interview, Cihan Tekeli said that according to their research which is made in schools, in order
to insult someone, students use the word of “homo” to each other, even they are not homosexual.

This shows that public sees homosexuality as an insulting case.

2.1.2 Political Facts

Political Facts are obviously one of the most important cases on effecting public opinion about same-
sex marriage. Government policies or opinions of leading partys in power and their works about

same-sex marriag usually can be very persuasive for the society they represent.

David Bos who is a professor at Amsterdam University on the departmant of Sociology and
Anthropology and has published lots of books on homosexuality such as “Out in the Netharlands”
laid stress on the powerful effect of government coalition in Netherlands on homosexuality. He said
that for many years they always had the Christian party in power as one of the government coalition
partys whether they cooporate with liberals or social democrats. And since the Christian party was
against same-sex marriage, the coalition never had a chance to make the same-sex marriage
legalized. But then, for the first time in 1994 when there was a coalition without the Christian party,

it could be happaned.

According to Cihan Tekeli, in order to understand this issue we should consider political
circumstances. In Netherlands, there is an agressive policy against Islam and the politicians do not

help to solve this issue.

2.1.3 Moral / Religious Facts



David Bos approved that most of the debates on homosexuality are about religion and said that the
Moroccan or Turkish communities in Netherlands have lower accaptance level because of Islam. But
he was not convinced that it is the only reason. He believes that many of the people whether they
are Christian or Muslim, do not know exactly what the Bible says. Thus, sometimes it is also possible
to see opponents of homosexuality in completely non-religious societies, just because they think
that homosexual men are not really men or homosexual women are not really women. Because it
makes them weird people. And because most of the opponents of homosexuality think that,
especially about gay men, their relationship is too visible and looks dirty while they think two

women relationship is not physically sufficient.

Cihan Tekeli said: “ | guess that Netherlands is one of the first three country whose public has fewest
religious belief. There are debates about religious case but it is much more about Islam. Therefore,
there is not too much opression because the public does not care about the opinion of the Church.

Even the political parties which are close to religion do not have hearing about this issue.

Lanfranco Aceti mentioned that religion shouldn't have any role in public society because it is a
society where everbody's opinions, manner of life should be respected. He added that the public

space belongs to everybody and any form of diversity within the space should not be allowed.

In the interview with secret garden, he said that most of people think that religion and
homosexuality can't go parallel because they are religious and they think that being homosexual is a
disease and they worship to God to forgive themselves but he think that this is because of bias. He

added that it's just the man who try to make borders to secure a lot of things.

2.1.4. Facts of Media

David Bos mentioned about media’s and especcially the TVs’ enourmous role on accaptance of
homosexuality. He said that comedians and actors were always pioneers for homosexuality
therefore some soap operas and tv shows have made many changes about homosexuality on
society. And while homosexuality was not publicly spoken before 1996, it showed up a real progress

by them.



3. LGBT in Today’s World

When we look at LGBT in today's world, there is a huge distinction between the countries according
to the LGBT rights. In some countries LGBT members have equal citizen rights like equal marriage
and adopting children. Netherlands is the first country which recognise same-sex marriage.
Argentina who is legalised same-sex marriage allowed the change of gender on birth certificates for
transgender people. Colombia recognised its first legal same-sex civil union. On the other hand in
some countries we couldn't even talk about homosexuality. Same sex marriage is very far target for
the homosexual people who live in those countries. LGBT people faced with violence because of the
anti-gay laws in many african countries where homosexuality is already illegal. Homosexuality is still
illegal in today's world in more than 75 countries. In Iran where homosexuality is punished by death,
country's offical described homosexuality as "an illness that should be treated". Eric Ohena
Lembembe who is an outspoken LGBT rights openly gay activist was tortured and murdered in
Cameroon. Jean Claude Roger Mbede received three year imprisonment because of sending a text
message to another man in Cameroon. In Nigeria same-sex marriage is punished with a 14 year
prison term. There are many anti-gay laws which punishes people who make propaganda of non-
traditional sexual relations in Russia. Even further people can be arrested if they are gay. There is a
link between the countries where homesexuality is legal and illegal. "There are really complicated
links between the two. If you look at the history of the advancement of LGBT rights in the UK, every
advance is accompanied by a backlash," says Alistair Stewart, assistant director of the Kaleidoscope
Trust, a UK-based organisation that supports international LGBT rights. "To a certain extent that's
happening on a global scale now — the advances that are being made in some parts of the world
encourage a backlash in other parts of the world. The struggle for even basic human rights for LGBT
people — freedom of association, freedom from violence — becomes harder to achieve when the
opponents can point to something like gay marriage, which isn't even on the books for most of the
countries we're talking about and make the argument that 'if we give these people even the most
basic of human rights, next they'll be asking to get married in our churches'." We think that Turkey
has much more to do to improve the gay rights but it's situation is not much bad when we compare
with many african countries. Homosexual relations are legal in Turkey since 1858, but the law does
not include sexual orientaiton or gender identity in its civil rights laws and there is no legal
recognition for same-sex couples currently.Transgender persons in Turkey face systematic

harassment from law enforcement officers. In 2006, Sevket Memis and Orhan Bayraktar were



arrested by the police and charged with acting impudently because they were wearing women'’s

clothing.



3.1. Comparing Istanbul Gay Pride and Amsterdam Gay Pride

Istanbul Gay Pride which celebrated its 10" anniversary in 2013, took place in late June with great
number of participants at about 20,000. Except from Gay Pride March, there were also cultural
events during the week including dance workshops, films, discussions and parties. There were much
more participants in 2013 Gay Pride when we compare with the ancient ones. We think that Gezi
Park protests also help to increase number of participations. The LGBT community supported the
Gezi Park protests. People who forced to become "other" during the protests, start to think about
the challenges that the suppresed people faced with. This creates empathy among the people. Apart
from these they want to be treated legally as equal citizens. They use slogans like "Nerdesin askim
burdayim askim? Fasizme karsi bacak omuza! Direnisin "o" bigimi! " during the pride. Also there
were huge amount of people who weren’t homosexual in the pride. We walked in company with
percussion band and whistles. The Amsterdam Pride organized in the first weekend of August. With
several hundreds of thousands visitors this event is one of the largest public events of the
Netherlands. The pride is organized since 1996. The peak of the festival is during the canal parade, a
parade of boats of large variety on the 3™ of August, which goes from Westerdok over the
Prinsengracht, Amstel river, Zwanenburgwal and Oudeschans to Oosterdok. At least 500,000
spectators and participants attended the event at the Prinsengracht canal in central Amsterdam,

according to police sources. It was very joyful and colourful event.

When we compare the two prides, we found that Amsterdam gay pride was much more fun based .
There weren't any protests. Homosexual people were content of the gay rights. The canal pride was
like a cabaret show with a loud music. There were ballons, flags, confettis everywhere. Members of
the Dutch military also participated to the canal parade. It was very crowded, people climbed the
stairs of houses to be able to watch the canal parade. People generally wore pink shirts for the
pride. After the canal parade, there were street parties. Whole city members were participated to
canal pride. Actually some people said that gay pride lost its meaning in Amsterdam and they added
that some people profit from the gay pride. On the other hand Istanbul gay pride was much more
protest based. People shouted slogans during the pride. It was less crowded when we compare with
Amsterdam gay pride but it was the most crowded gay pride in the history of Istanbul gay pride. We
walk with a percussion group, it was also fun but we can't compare it with Amsterdam gay pride.
There weren't too many people dressed particularly. In a few words, Istanbul gay pride was like a
demanding equal rights for homosexual people on the other hand Amsterdam gay pride was like a

celebration of their rights.



3.2. Islamophobia

One of the most important fact of being opponent to homosexuality was religion as we said
before according to our interviews. But we see in our surveys that most of the Ducth people
in Netherlands think that Moroccan and Turkish society in Netherlands actually form the
opponent part of homosexuality. There were a perception as if Muslims are more strict than
Protestans about homosexuality. Thus, we want to figure out whether it is true or there is
an islamophobia against Muslims and focused on a issue about a little Turkish child named
Yunus who is nine years old and live in Netherlands with his Turkish family. Since his Turkish
family was not capable of looking after him, he was given to a Lesbian Ducth family. Turkish
family did not like this situation and tried to take him back by registering the court but
Dutch government decided not to give him to them unless they can provide him some basic
needs. Turkish government also has objected to this issue because of the reason that
children will have completely different family structure. They said that it was not about the
foster family being lesbian but about the different culture they have. So, we asked about

this topic to our interviwers and got their ideas about Yunus.

Davis Bos said that the system of adopting children in Nehterlands worked right. If the child
was given to a lesbian couple it must have done because of lack of any available Turkish and

heterosexual couples. Because he claims that in Nehterlands there is not so much Turkish



foster families. But he also added that it would be fine enough being adopted by two

mothers or two fathers.

Cihan Tekeli mentioned that prime minister of Netherlands is right because it is
Netherlands’ issue, not Turkey’s. This is because, the child is already citizen of Netherlands.
In addition to this, they just look after their interest, they do not consider best for the child.
Discrimination also is used for benefit, it is multifunctional. And the discrimination in this
issue can not be proved, unfortunately. In Netherlands there is an corporation for children
who are not taken care by their family and they give these children another family to look
after them. The problem is that Turkish families are not in the lists for good family. For
example, when Yunus is given to another family, his old family litigated and the court
allowed them to take their chil. However, the corporation did not give Yunus to his family.
Cihan Tekeli mentioned that there is a discrimination for Turkish families because the
corporation thinks that their people can look after the child better than Turkish families.

However, it is hard to proove.

4. How Do We See the Future of Turkey in Terms of LGBT Rigts

4.1. Gay Pride in Turkey

The first gay pride in Turkey was intended to celebrate in 1993 with “Week of Sexual
Freedom” but governorship in istanbul did not permit and guests coming from abroad got
deported. This condition triggered the foundation of Lambda istanbul and KaosGL which are

the two of the most important LGBT organizations in Turkey today.

In 2003, the first gay pride in Turkey is placed with the participation of 30 people. This
participation increased each year. In 2007, 1500 people; in 2010, 5000 people; in 2011,
10000 people; in 2012 20000 people took part in Gay Pride. On the 30th of June 2013, the
pride parade attracted almost 100.000 people. The protesters were joined by Gezi Park
protesters, making the 2013 Istanbul Pride the biggest pride ever held in Turkey. The

European Union praised Turkey that the parade went ahead without disruption.



After the last Gay Pride in istanbul(2013), we think that LGBT issues in Turkey gained more
importance by Turkish community and advocaters of LGBT rights became more well-
organized. Unfotunately, although public became aware towards LGBT rights, the
government is still against this issue. After the gay pride, AKP Gaziantep representative
Samil Tayyar criticized homosexual peoples in the pride by calling them queers on Twitter.
Ankara Mayor Melih Gékcek wrote for Hiseyin Aygiin, who took part in Gay Pride, on
Twitter that:"HUseyin Ayglin are you gay?" and used the term gay as an invective. This

indicates that the attitudes of government towards LGBT rights are not supportive; on the

contrary it is exclusivist.

4.2. Hate Crime Laws in Turkey

Hate crime is the crime which is committed against a social grup that is about racial,
religious, ethnic, sexual orientation or gender identity. The laws that tries to prevent this

crimes is hate crime laws.

When we look at the new hate crime law draft in Turkey, hate crime is defined the crimes
caused from the differences in terms of race, religion, nationality, gender identity and

political view, differently from laws of many European countries. The difference is that the



law of Turkey is lack of the crimes caused by biases of nationality, ethnicity and sexual
orientation. However, LGBTs in Turkey are suffered from hate crimes too much. According
to the journal of Glen Johnson, 40 transgender persons were murdered in Turkey in 2011.(
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2012/al-monitor/transgender-killings-
turkey.html#) Also, in the first three months in 2012 3 trans people were murdered. The
number of trans murder in 2013 is 5 in Turkey.( http://www.al-
monitor.com/pulse/originals/2012/al-monitor/transgender-killings-
turkey.html##ixzz2rXUfEEje). LGBT organizations (Hévi LGBT, KaosGL, SPoD LGBT, Heb(in
LGBT and Gokkusaginin Kizil) ctiricised that although LGBTs are more suffered from hate
crimes, they are not even mentioned in hate crime laws. They think that LGBTSs are suffered
from discrimination in all fields in their lives; while the law is already discriminatory in terms
of gender identity and sexual orientation, the discrimination will be continued.
(https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?shva=1#search/gokkusagininkizili%40gmail.com/14178
62e52047739). As we mentioned that although seriousness of LGBT murders are explicit,
the lack of LGBT issue in Turkish laws indicates that Turkish government and Turkish society

do not recognize LGBTS.

We met Levent Sensever from the non-governmental organization of “Sosyal Degisim
Dernegi” about hate crime laws and the case of LGBTs in Turkey, in July. In that date, this
law draft were not put on council of ministers. Levent Sensever told that they met some
representatives about the law draft and mentioned their attitudes. He mentioned that their
attitudes towards that law draft are moderate but during the voting in plenary session, their

attitudes change.

4.3. Future of Turkey in Case of LGBT Rights

In addition to hate crime laws, when we asked Levent Sensever about the future of Turkey
about LGBT rights, he told that this issue is not a case that be accepted by big part of the
public, even the people are called democratic because according to some research, the
majority of Turkish community has conservative perspective. The another reason is lack of

civil society organization that studies for civil rights. For example, LGBT issues are dealed by



just LGBT people or disability problem is taken care by just disabled people. So, it is hard to

anticipate marked progress about LGBT rights.

We think that the future does not look bright about the progress of LGBT rights. As we
mentioned that the religious view of Turkish society is one of the biggest obstacle to accept
LGBTs in society. The conservative attitudes in politics indicates that it is hard to see
acceptance of LGBT rights in council unfortunately. Already, it is not possible to talk about

gay marriage, while even women and men are not accepted equal in majority of Turkey.

We asked Cihan Tekeli about the solutions for deal with the biases for homosexuality. He thinks that
education is a part of the solutions but besides that there is a couple of big parts: knitting up the
society and the assistance of the politicians and religious leaders. Knitting up the society is the
crucial part since this helps you to know different persons and get used to them. When you get used
to these people, the respect between the society would be increased. For example, Cihan Tekeli
mentioned that in his house that he was born and grow up, there are all kinds of people who are
living there. One of their neighbours was homosexual couples from Morocco. This case gave Cihan
Tekeli’s family the chance of cohering with them and accordin to him if you grow up with this sense,
you will them normal in the future. In addition, Cihan Tekeli gave an example for the second factor
as Tarik Ramadan who is a professor from Switzerland and whose origin is Egypt. He is conservative
but at the same time he is politically liberal. His opinion about this topic is that homosexuality is a
problem for Islam but people must be respectful to each others. In Netherlands attitudes of people
generally is like this. However, in Turkey even ministers of the state see homosexuality as a kind of

disease. Instead of this attitude, politicians and religious leaders must help to solve the issue

of discrimination.

If same-sex couples are allowed to marry they hurt heterosexuals. If they are
denied this right, then they are hurt. This is an argument based on the feedback mechanism

different types of marriages would have on legal heterosexual marriage, on the small



number of homosexuals in the population, the impact widening the definition would have

on divorce, and on the impact divorce has on the rest of the population.

5. Interviews

5.1. Secret Garden

Secret Garden is a foundation for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) Muslims. It
was established in Amsterdam in 1994, with the intention to reach and bring together

young Muslims who are transgender, or have homosexual or bisexual feelings.

Secret garden is an non-govermental organization which also focus immigrants with the
islamic background. A lot of people get confused because they hear all the time that religion
is the biggest problem against homosexuality but i think it is not true. | think God makes us
and puts us on this earth to be free to think and to use our brain. It's just the man, as me
and you, who try to make borders to secure a lot of things. | try to live my own fate. | haven'
to got haj but i believe in God in my own way that is Islam for me. | try to say also to our
"clients" that you have to make choices for yourself because most of them they choose for
their family, for their religion to make all their surroundings better and then they think
about themselves. | think if you are happy your family will also be happy but people think
differently. | think this is because they come from this cultural oppression. Most of people
think that religion and homosexuality can't go parallel because they are religious and they
think that being homosexual is a disease and they worship to God to forgive themselves. |
think this is because of bias. You haven't choose to be muslim, you haven't choose even
your own name. You haven't choose anything when you born then your parents make
choices for you but when you start to ask questions about yourself making a choice is
getting difficult because maybe it has changed what you have learned from parents and it is
a dilemma. God created us as a free man and we have to make choice for our happiness. |
think that people create religions just because they are afraid if without vision, rules, ideals
everthing will be in chaos. | don't think God created us to be a slave of someone. Our
believers don't beleive their homosexuality just in themselves. They go to the mosque, they
don't want to be homosexual. | try to explain to this people to find something for them to

make a combination between their homosexuality and their feelings. Only God can judge



you. If 1 want that people respect to me 1 have to respect other people. In Turkey it is not
much possible, we can also see in Gezi parc protests. The Turkish community who is living in
Amsterdam is not openminded in general because they come in 60s when Netherlands need
workers and most of people don't come here from the big cities. They came here without
knowledge and they didn't change in Amsterdam. They are really conservative people.
When you come here you have another world, another belief system. You get confused with
the new life and you afraid to change because changing isn't easy. They don't know what
will happen, there is fear inside in these people. They try to look for something. This reason
is maybe because of culture, religion but i think it is just fear because people who came fifty
years ago didn't change and they didn't accept anything. Vast Moroccan and Turkish
community live in East and West of Amsterdam. It's not easy for homosexual people to
walk on street hand in hand in these regions. People who are living there got the same idea
that they brought 50 years ago and they give these thoughts to their children. The vision to
homosexuality for these parts always stay same. It isn't because of the religion but it is
because of the culture. Among these communities people think other persons (neighbours
etc) thoughts. You have to keep it as a secret of your homosexuality in these communities.
They are afraid to talk. Because of the Muslim community is fighting against the
homosexuality, there are some people who are living a double life who are married and

have a child. They are living a ''normal" life without accepting their homosexuality.

In the politics of Netherlands, the christian part accept homosexuality but they don't
allowed the practice of homosexuality. If you have the feeling it's okey. They are hypocrite
beause they want people to support their party. In General homosexuality among the Dutch
community is accepted. There is a small amount of people who don't like this. It is generally
christian orthodox. Governement and organizations support LGBT. LGBT have a hundred
percent rights in Netherlands. They can marry and adopt a child. It is your rights because
you are a human being as the heterosexuals. Also, i don't believe in procreation theory. God
created like homosexuals like that. In Islam, they believe God make no mistake. If people

think homosexuality is a mistake so they think God is making a mistake which is not perfect.

People who are marrying in Netherlands for other reasons. | think one percent is about love.
They marry to get the permission and to stay here that can be one reason why registered

partnership is increasing in heterosexual couples.



Recep Tayyip Erdogan objected to lesbian couple who adopted nine years old Turkish boy
He said "it was against islamic culture and it's our own issue'. | think these two women have
the knowledge, love and the safe place. The boy will be in safe if he stays with these two
women. He will get freedom to make his choices. Turkish traditional people who are living in
Amsterdam have also different culture with who are living in Istanbul. You live your culture
everyday so it changes your ideas, behaviours everyday. | think your president got a lot of

money from the immagrants in Amsterdam to support his party.

According to a research, most of the gay and lesbians are living bordering on the suicide
because of the discrimination, rape, rejecting of the people etc. Immigrants of Turkey and
Moroccan who are homosexuals living in Amsterdam mostly living double life. They are
physically damaged and they try to act all time. | came to Amsterdam form France . My
family tried also force me to marry but i didn't do it. When i went back to Paris, i talked with
them about my homosexuality and they said if you are happy we are happy and later i
establish this organization here. Also the gay community didn't like it because most of
people who came here is islamic gay. In Netherlands people talk "we' and "you'". The Dutch
people expect that the immigrant people should do lots of things to change but i think

changing must happen in both sides. Dutch people should also understand the other parts.



5.2. David Bos

You published a book about homosexuality in Netherlands. | have seen it on the internet.

Is that right?

Few years ago i have published it. That was the part of first research project we did. There
were two research project comissions by the dutch government. It was about social
accaptance of homosexuality. So this is the english summary of the whole large reports.
Then in 2010, we published another report. In first report i focused the facts on
homosexuals and in second report the changes in Moroccan community in Netherlands and

protestants which is the Christian community in Netherlands.

Our main purpose here is to figure out whether people in netherlands accept

homosexuality because they want it or they’ve just been accepted by government?

It is a complex story. Interesting thing about whole story about same sex marriage is initally

for many years the largest dutch gay lesbian organization the COC, they were against it.



Because they said that we gays and lesbians should not do the same as straight people do.
Why should we get married? As long as we get equal rights, we can also have equal rights in
apartmentship. But then sort of a compaigne started by a gay magazine, it is no longer exists
but it used to be very big, they said now we should have the same position as straight

couple, the symbolic importance, belonging, recognization etc.

In Netherlands, for many many years we had christian party in power. The christian partys
were always in power in government coalition. Whether they cooparate with liberals or
cooporate with social democrats. And they were against legalization of homosexuality. But
then in 1994, for the first time there was a government coalition between the free market
liberals and the social democrats without the christian democrats so that they could reach
an aggrement for topic like this. They had no objections for same sex marriage and they had

a chance to legalize it.

In netherlands, the level of acceptance of homosexuality is very high, as you can also see in
my booklets, social acceptance of homosexuality is highest in Netherlands among Sweden,

Denmark etc.
Why are the oppents against homosexuality mostly? Because their religious views or..?

Yes. Most debates on homosexuality are about religion. The Moroccan or Turkish
communities in Netherlands, they have lower accaptance level because of Islam. Butiam
not convinced that it is the only reason. Yes, religion is an important fact we can see this,
but certanly not the only fact. Because to me, many of the people whether they are
Christian or Muslim, they do not know exactly what the Bible says. Sometimes it is also
possible to see opponents of homosexuality in completely non religious societies. For
instance, because of the thought that homosexual men are not really men or homosexual
women are not really women. That makes them weird people. And there is another motive
about especially gay men. They say that they are too visible, they manifest themselves. Two
men sex is seen as dirty and horrible while two women sex is seen as not a real sex without

a man.

When you compare netherlands and turkey what are the basic differences between them?



It depends on what you compare. When you look at the general accaptance, ( He looks at

the booklets and finds questions and answers and reads them.)

1. Do you think gays and lesbians should be allowed to live what they want to live?

2. How would you feel about having a neighboor who is a gay or lesbian?
These shows different percentages. Sometimes they say in theory its okey but having a
neigboor would be a problem.
Theres another question

3. How would you feel about having a son or daughter who is a gay or lesbian?
It comes even closer to you and question is no longer theoretical case.

4. How do you feel about adoption from homosexual couples? Do you think they should
be allowed to adopt? And these percentages are much more lower.

But what matters is the background of these percentages. Why are they like that etc.

We want to find out whether Islam is an obstacle in the improvement of freedom to
homosexuals. Because generally when we ask this to the people in our interviews they told
as that the most of the opponents of homosexuality in Netherlands are consist of Turkish

or Moroccian people not the Dutchs.

Well it depends. | mean for instance we have a really strong anti-islamic party in dutchland
and they say that islam is not good for women and not good for homosexuals but they have

a lot more percentage in their party that are against homosexuality.
So do you think that there is an islamophobia against muslims in Netherlands?

Yes. As i told before, islam is not the only fact of being an opponent but the most important
fact of foreign people to be opponents of homosexuality is i believe because of not knowing
any of them. Because it can really change the ideas of people when they meet someone
they like and who is gay. But now it changes bit by bit. For example for the first time last

year in gay pride there was a turkish boat.
What about the Christian perceptian in Netherlands against homosexuality?

When same sex marriage is first announced, there were not so much protests. Ofcourse

christian party was against but not so loudly. But there was one problem that in city holes



there are some registerers who refuse to marry homosexual couples because of their

religious views. And this case is still going on.
But isnt it illegal to refuse that?

No. Government made an exeption for them and they placed in each city some registerers
who are willingly to marry them and some dont. But after ten years, now its changed.
Government says that if you refuse to marry them you have to quit your job because there
is no such marriage called gay marriage. There is only one type of marriage which is open to

everyone.
What do you think about the issue Yunus?

Hollandadaki cocuk adopt edinme usuliini anlatiyor. Cocugun ayni aile ortaminda
buyumesine oncelilikli onem verilir, eger muslumansa musluman veya heteroseksuelse
heteroseksuel aileye verilir oncelikle. Ama hollandada musluman ve cocuk edinmek isteyen
aile sayisi nispeten cok az. Muhtemelen uygun heteroseksuel aile de olmadigi icin lezbiyen
aileye vermislerdir yunusu diyor. In general i belive the child can be very well of with 2

moms and 2 fathers as well.
What do you think about gay pride? Is it more likely a protest or a celebration?

Visibility.Some gay or lesbians feel emberrased to show up in a boat in gay pride because
they think that their family will be criticized by society. Or some does not want to show up
on TVs or newspapers with pictures because they belive in to be heard not to be seen to
reach the accaptance of homosexuality. Instead, they have interesting strories to tell . Not

only interviews with gays or lesbians also with their parents.

Do you think that media is playing an important role on accaptance of homos. in

Netherlands?

Yes, sure. Especially Tv has played an enourmas role on accaptance of homosexuality. Until
1996 or so on, homosexuality was not publicly spoken in Netherlands but in those years
there was a TV show started by Albert Mall he was also an actor. And he’s told that there

were some rumors about him being also attracted to men. And he just got closer and closer



to the cameras and said that if you are gonna keep it as a secret, yes its true.ehehehehe.

Comedians and actors they were 6ncii to yayilma. Soap opras and tv shows were also 6nc.

Zimbabwe, Uganda etc. in those countries homosexuality cant be even spoken. So how do

you see the future of these countries? A dark or a bright future?

Well its kinda hard to say. In those countries homosexuality is seen as a western invention.
And west is trying to weaken us by introducing homosexuality. Its a new coloniasm. And
they criticize us for the way we dealing with homoseuxality. In russa also this kind of

objections to homosexuality are exist.
5.3. Lanfranco Aceti
What would be the personal benefits of same-sex marriage?

It's not a benefit. When you think about benefit you think about why would you are going to
get married and if i ask you what is the benefit of getting married you are going to answer
me; well i'm in love with somebody, i want to live with that person, i want to have children,
so benefit is not the right word because you do it because you want to have comitted
relationship that you hope it will last for a very long period of time, aslo the rest of your life
with the person that you choose. Many people told marriage is a nightmare because they
had bad experiences. People who have good experiences will tell you marriage is great. So
the benefit of doing it or not doing it is personal. There are all different sorts of important
reasons for doing it and not doing it but those are personal reasons. People are asking
recognisiton of gay marriage because they want to have legal benefits. Yes, it is a must and
people need to do it. | am going to give you very practical examples. | have been here in
Turkey for five years. You accumulate pension for number of years. If anything happens to
your dad, your mom will have the pension, in same-sex marriage the other partner will not
inherit pension in Turkey for that reason i have a lot of insurance. So that means i have to
pay more money in order to make sure that my partner doesn't have a problem if
something happens to me. That 1000tl more that 1 should not be pay. | f something happens
to you and there are medical decisions that you have to take who is going to take this
medical decisions? Like life and death decisions. Same-sex partner doesn't have any rights

on those decisions. There is an example in USA. A homosexual couple in their twenties



didn't marry. The marriage wasn't recognized because USA didn't recognize it at federal
level (they start to recognise it by state by state.) The partner fall from the roof when he is
reparing it and he died. The family took the property from the other partner. They made
decisions of life, death and they moved the funeral into their own hometown. With the
partner leaving, the partner who was still alive was not able to attend the funeral so when
you think about it, the society has to do something. All the things that you take for you as
"normal", other people gay people in general, have all difference of problems with those.
My partner and i immigrated from UK. UK didn't recognise same-sex marriage but they
recognise same sex relationship at the time which is different. They said if you live together
two years in a same-sex relationship, you and your partner have the right to stay in the UK.
So it's an immigration issue. In order to being in UK, what you have to do is to enroll in a
school if you don't have a job. In order for us to be together we had to pay roughly
90000dolars. That is the amount of the money that you have to spend in order to do
something. So you have to realise the request of same rights and obligations like everybody

else. There is absolutely no differences. What i want to have is exactly the same rights.
Is an approval from government necessary to obtain?

An approval from governement is necessary to obtain because if the governement doesn't
recognise your marriage you are going to have all differences of problems including
children. For example you decided to have a child in Turkey. How is the governement
recognise two fathers or two mothers? So there is all different sorts of problems that

related to that.

What do you think drives the opposition to same-sex marriage? Is it totally realted with
discrimination or is it that people are just unused to or uncomfortable with the idea of gay

people marrying?

It depends to people. You have ideas in life. There are people tolerant and understanble.
Also there are people intolerant and not understanding anybody. So, if we are talking with
an intolerant person, the reasons why they are intolerant are infinite. They said for example
gays created tsunamis, gays created earthquakes, god will punish you. There is a huge
amount of illiteracy, idiocy thanks to the people say. It is not even cultural perspective. It is a

different perception of what a society should be and how it should be. Personally i think



they are not civilised person and shouldn't belong the society. They shouldn't be allowed to
voice opinions within a society. The problem is related to freedom of speech. We should be
allowing all ideas but as much as not disturbing other kind of people. There should be much
more done. In particular case, all of a sudden you see the extremists of christianity and the
extremists of islam joining together and protesting gay marriage in France. It is very
interesting because again we see the extreme parts of society, this doesn't mean all the gays

are nice, people are people at the end.

What is the fundemental differences between the countries which people can not even say

that they are homosexual and people can marry as a same-sex couple?

The main difference is the role of the religion playing in the society. | think religion
shouldn't have any role in public society because it is a society where everbody's opinions,
manner of life should be respected. In very few words the reason is understanding what
public spaces is and also understanding that the public space belongs to everybody. In Iran
public space is heavily regulated by monoculture, that has a theatrical structure. Any form of
diversity within the space is not allowed. Civilized society should respect all different types
of groups. The other problem is the idea that religion has a moral duty to say what people
can do and what people can't do. | don't think that's the role of the religion in the public
space. So the problem is being able to understand differences are need to be respected. In
generally speaking, the humanity deals very badly with differences. It is the moment which
the rules of public space is broken because of one group wants to be dominated public
space. Then we can see conflicts. Gays within society is actually part of democracy, part of
what an ideal democracy is, the respect of all different forms of gender, identity... In this
particular time you have to fight for everyday. Those societies which are not democratic

won't have respect of speech, respect of minorities...

When we look at religious people, they will say things like, both the Old and New
Testaments in the Bible are very clear about marriage: God intended marriage to be

between a man and a woman. What do you think about this subject?



The idea that religious morals should be accepted within society is just actually wrong. That
can only be done in theocracy where there is one religion and everybody respects of the
same religion. Is South Americais democratic? No it isn't. Because of the rise of the religious
rights and religious conservatives within the USA they defeat on the issue of gay right. |
think religion shouldn't have anything to do within the public space because it isn't rational.
The facts that the old testament says taht men should be stoned and women should be
stoned as well if you have sexual intercourse before marriage. Let's try to understand what
does religion mean. One thing i believe is spirituality and the other thing is religious coding
of behaviours within the society. For me those can apply to the people decided to follow
them but the imposition of the same coding on other people is absurd and it shouldn't
happen. If i am going to church , i probably don't go with shorts but if somebody comes out
from church and says that you can't do this because it is opposed to my religious
sentiments. | will say your religion offend my life style, you should not be allowed in the
public space. Religion will always try to expand and try to control because there has been
emerging between religion and political power. That goes back centuries. It goes back to

Ancient Romans, Ancient Greeks, Byzantium.

Opponents of same-sex marriage, particularly social conservatives, will argue that same-
sex marriage could or would hurt traditional marriage because by broadening the
definition of marriage, you make it less special - less sacred in a sense. And then,
eventually, marriage will lose its special place in society - lose its meaning. What is your

opinion?

Do people divorce? The marriage has already lost its meaning. Here the problem is again the
religion issue. Marriage is regulated by a contract of the state. | don't want a religious gay
marriage, i don't care. What i care is that the state recognise same-sex marriage. The
problem here is that religious conservative people want to control public space, they want
to control the state. The state and religion shouldn't have anything to say, it's your own
sphere. What i find problematic here is people under social conservative values have the
idea of being more respectful and protect things etc. what they are actually doing generally
speaking is trying to enforce to control over others. | always think that everybody should
deal with their own lifes. Gender has a definition of patriarchal society where the male

dominates over woman. The society is divided between man and woman. Anything outside



from this context becomes a threat, a problem for the patriarchal society. The social
conservatives don't want to preserve anything. The only thing that they want to preserve is

their power.
5.4. Sosyal Degisim Dernegi / Levent Bey

Hazirladigimiz teklifi meclise sunduk birokratik bir siire¢ var onu yapmadilar. Bizimki insan
haklari komisyonuna gitti. Komisyonun goriserek genel kurala sunmalari lazim bunu
yapmadilar, bloke ettiler gibi bir sey oldu. 2012de ¢alismaya basladi. Aralikta yasa taslagi
hazirlandi. Genis katilimli bir platform, 70 tane sivil toplum kurulusu vardi. Sendikalar, insan
haklari dernekleri-miltecilerle calisan. Konulari LGBT dernegi olmadigi icin kampanya
parcasli haline sokmakta zorlandik. Hedefimiz meclisin glindemine getirmekti. Adalet
bakanliginda da bizim taslaktan yararlanarak kanun taslagi hazirladilar. Bakanlar kuruluna

gidecek, orda gorisilecek, meclise sevk edilecek.

3 tane farkli taslak oldugunu soyllyorlar. Biri: nefret sucu tanimi var, madddeler ona gore.
Basta nefret sucu tanimi, hangi kimliklerin yer aldigini tanimladik. Tlirk kanunu ceza
yasasinin ¢esitli maddelerinde o suc fiili bir dnyargiyi saikiyle islenmisse o gruplara yonelik,

cezanin arttirilmasi yoniinde bizimki.

Adalet bakanhgi soyle yapti sanirim: bir tanimli bir tanimsiz dediler. Bizimki kapsamli,
onlarinki daha az maddeden olusuyor. Bir de cinsel yonelim maddelerini birinde koyup
birinde koymadiklarini tahmin ediyorum. Bakanliktan gelecek tepkilere gore. Adalet bakani
“Hikametin beklentileri dogrultusuna gore hazirlamayin, bakanlar kurulu onun neresini
degistirmk istyorsa degistirir”. Biz iki tane hakimle goristik, bizim etkinlere katildilar

onlardan aldigim bilgi bunlar.
Su anda giindeme gelecek mi yoksa kapandi mi dosya?

Hic bilemiyorum ama yeni bir yasa hazirliyorlarmis azinlik haklariyla ilgili ama bundan
kimsenin haberi yok. AB komisyonu sdyledi bana. Onlar ¢cok sasirmislar ¢linkii normalde
Avrupa birligi mlttesabina uygun yasalar degisiyor. Kimsenin haberi yok. Yeni bi yasa taslagi
ctkmis ortaya. Ama bir de bunun yaninda ayrimcilik yasasi var. iki yil 6nce meclisten gecti

gececek derken durdurulmus vaziyette. Azinlik dini gruplar olabilir, gayrimuslimleri



kapsamasi lazim ama ornegin kiirtleri kapsayacakmi ya da dil gruplarina yonelik

diizenelemeler ya da romanlar. Onlarin kafasindakini bilemiyorum.
CHP’yle gériistiigiiniizde geri bildirimi nasil oldu?

Chp baya destekledi 6zellikle birebir iskilerimiz vardi miletvekilleriyle, Aykan erdemir ,
melda onur. Meclis icinde ve kendi partileri icinde kulis yapmamizda ¢ok yardimci oldular,
diger milletvekilleriyle gériisme konusunda baya destek oldular. Bdp milletvekilleri de iyiydi.
BDP ve CHP de sundu ama Onlarinki zayifti. kariyer icin referans olsun diye bastan savma,

veli agbaba verdi. Yani nefret suclari yasasi denilebilecek kapsamda degildi.
AKP yle birebir goriistiigiiniiz bir sey oldu mu?

Komisyonlarda dagilimi partilerin milletvekili oranina gore. Agirlikli olarak akp oluyor. Biz bu
komsynlarin baskanlariyla goristiik, anayasa, aileyle ilgili. Genelde diplomatik bir dille nazik
davraniyolar sonucta politikaciya baglilar orda belirleyici olan meclisin icindeki,
orgitlenmede genelbaskan-baskanvekilleri-komisyonlar ve mvleri diye gidiyor. Biz bu
hiyerarsi icinde Kiligdaroglu ile de goristik tavri gayet iyidi, baskanvekilleriyle gorusup
dosyalar dagutik. Hatta milletvekilleirne brifing verdik nicin nefret yasasi gerekir bunun
onemi nedir? Hig itirazlar gelmedi, mhp mvleri bile itiraz edecek bir tutum sergilemedi.
Yerlesik parti ideolojisini bozmamak. is oy vermeye gelince baska oluyor. Birebir gayet

samimiler iyi seyler soyluyorlar ama is genel kurulda oylamaya gelince farkh tutum.

Biz nefret suclarini daha kapsamli aliyoruz:ulusal kimlikler engelliler vs. Tabi bitin bunlari
sayinca cinsel yonelim gecince one cikartmiyolar. O daha ziyade muhafazar politikalar

cercevesinde Ust diizeyde belirlenen bir sey.
Lgbtyle calismalariniz olmustur?

Lgbt de platform icindeydi hatta en aktifler onlar oldu ¢linkii yasal diizenlemeye en ¢ok

ihtiyaci olan kesimlerden biri. Dolayisiyla ozellikle LISTAG c¢ok aktif oldular.

Yurtdisinda uygulanan prosediirlere de baktigimizda, mesela Fransa’da da halkin icinde
¢ok karsi olan bir kitle vardi. Ama sonunda kabul edildi, herkes sonugta ayni seyi
diisiinmiiyor. Frnsyla Tiirkiyeyi karsilastirdigimizda ne gibi farklhihiklar gérebiliriz uygulanan

prosediirlerde? Nelerde geri kaldik ya da ileriyiz?



Frnsadaki esc evlilk mezvunda oldu burda sikinti hep cinsel yonelim meselesinde ortaya

cikiyor.
O madde olmasa daha kabul edilebilir bir sey mi olurdu yani?

Evet yani simdi mesela basbakan iyice daraltiyor sinirini islamafobi yle sinirladi gegen eylulde
.... Masumiyet filmi baglaminda bir tartisma olmustu kamuoyunda. Erdogan artik islamafobi
de nefret sucu sayilmali bunla ilgili yasal diiznleme olmali. Sanki oyle bir sey yokmus gibi. Biz
bunu yapicaz diinyaya yayicaz gibi ama hep soyledigi nefret sucuyla ilgili degil islamafobiyle
alakal bir su¢ tanimi. Oysa bizim tanimimizda bitin magdurlari kapsayan bir tanim vardi.
Hatta bizim dernegin islami kesimle yakin iliskleri vardi hala da var tek tik insanlar ama
bizim tanimin icinde cinsel yonelim olmasiyla birlikte onlar geri cekildiler ve desteklemediler
bizim platformu. Hatta birkactane eski yoneticileri bize imza vermsilerdi ama tstlerindeki
baskidan dolayi geri cekmek zorunda kaldilar imzalari. O camiada ne kadar muhafazakar
demokratik desek de bu cinsel yonelim meselesi bir tabu. Bir Ermeni soykirimi meselesi tabu

bir de bu Igbt meselesi malesef.
Size gerekge olarak sunduklari bir sey oluyor mu geri gekilirken?

Yok 6zirdileyerek zor durumda kaldiklarini soylediler ama o kesimde yaklasim genellikle
hastalik ve glinah meselesi tartisilan sey. Tabi sadece Tirkiyeyle ilgili bir mesele degil.
Amerikada da mesela boyle bir sorun var. Bir vaka biliyorum: bir ya irak ya da iranda bir
Amerikan askeri 6lliyor ve escinsel. Askeri torenle yapiliyor cenazesi. Burda kilise cemaati
cikiyor torenin oldugu yolda dovizlerle sloganlarla “cehennemliksiniz siz” diye bagitiyorlar.
Bu olay mahkemeye yansiyor. Yerel mahkeme mahkum ediyo aslinda klise cemmatini. Fakat
yiksek mahkeme bunu ifade 6zgirlGgi olarak degerlendiriyor. Bozuyor karari yani. Ama
amerikada bu ifade ozgurlugu nefret sdyleminin dniinde sinirlari cok genis avrdan daha
farkli. Mesela bush da diizenlenen nefret suglari yasasini 10 yil dondurdu, onaylamadi. Bush
iktidari kaybettikten sonra obama geldi yani 10 yil sonra ve yine nedeni de cinsel yonelim
bahanesiydi. Yani bu sadece tiirkiyeye 6zgii tartisma meselesi degil, amerikada da fransada

da baya saldirgan olan muhafazakarlar var.

Tiirkiye’de bir ilerleme gériiyor musunuz?



Evlilik meselesi gindemde degil tirkiyede. Cok kolay genis cevrelkerce kabul gorilcgini
sanmiyorum, demokratik oldugunu ifade eden kesimlerde bile sikinti olabilr. Mesela Ermeni
soykirimi meselelerde insan haklari konusunda son derece demokrat olan arkadaslarimdan
bile soykirim deyince birden yaklasimlar degisebiliyor. Kritik bir mesele bu da. Turkiye’'de
soyle sorunlar var mesela: bir kere toplumun cok buyik bir kesimi muhafazakar yapilan
arastirmlara gore. Bir buralarda kurtarilmis bélgelerdeyiz aslinda. Ozellikle Anadolu’da ve
yoksul kesimlerde mitkis bir muh yaklasaim. Bu sadece cinsel kimliklere degil, azinliklara
hatta yapilan kamuoyu arastirmalrin tlrkiye ayagina baktigimizda diger tlkelere gore bizim
insanlarimiz daha muhafazakar ve kuskucu, “6tekiler”e yonelik kuskucu ve bu tip
otekilestiren bir yerde duruyor. Bir de séyle bir sorun var bence Tirkiye’de: Mesela
italya’nin en kiigiik kasabasinda bile irkgilik karsiti bir insiyatif, orda konuyu giindeme getirip
calisma yapan, irkciliklka alakali bir eylme oldugunda insanlar kolayca mobilize olup sokaga
cikabiliyor. Tarkiye’de bu irkgilik gibi cok dnemli bir konuda ¢alisma yapan 2 tane kurum var:
biri DUR DE, bir de ...islam Subesi icinde kiigiik bir komisyon var. Yani koskoca 70kisiir
milyonluk Tarkiye’de bunun disinda irkgilikla dogrudan ilgili baska bir kurum yok. Bu
inanilmaz bir sey bence. Sadece irkcilik meselesi degil tabi, o bir 6rnek. Mesela LGBT konusu
ilgili lgbt camisainn kendi bireyleri disinda kimse ilgilenmiyor benim bildigim. Ya da engelliler
kendi konulariyla ilgileniyor. Romanlar da 6yle. Yani Tiirkiyede genis sivil toplum alani old
soyluyoruz ama aslinda cok sig. Gergekten insn haklari konusunda calisan dogru diirist bir
sey yok. Helsinki, uluslar arasi orgut.... gibi bliyiik dernekleri cikardigimizda ortaya bir tek
madurlarin kendi orgtleri kaliyor. Bu da tiirkiyedeki durumun vahim oldugunu gosteriyor

aslinda.

Gayrimiislimlerden bahsettiniz. Onlar escinsellik konusuna daha sicak bakiyorlar mi? Ya da

miisliimanlari daha muhafazakar olarak degerlendirebilir miyiz?

Benim gordigim kadariyla Tirk toplumundan c¢ok farkli degiller. Onlar icinde de
muhafazakari var demokratik olani var. Zaten gayrimislim cemaatler cok kiiciik burada yani
en kalabalik ermeni 60000 ylizde 0.00 gibi takabil eidyor. Buradaki azinliklarin cogu
Ortodoks, Rumlar Ermeniler, yani baya muhafazakarlar. Vatikan’dan bile daha muhafazakar
olabilirler. Ve turkiyedeki, gayrimislimlerin baska bir problemi de, devlet onlari muhataba
alirken hep dini azinhk kimligi Gzerinden muhatap aliyor. Yani onlari sivil cemaat olarak

gormiyor, dini cemaat olarak goruyor. Onlarin sivil 6rglitlenmeleri de hep kilise sinegoglar



Gzerinden muhatap aldigi icin bitiin cemaatte sivil alandaki 6rgiitlenmesinde o hiyerarsiyle
yapmak zorunda. Yani mesela ermenilerde patrik bliitn cemaati temsikl ediyor devlet
diizeninde. Devlet onu bilingli yapiyor, gliya laik. Ama mesela kiliseye gitmeyen inancli
olmayan Ermeniler de var; fakat onlar da mecburen evlilik, cocuklarinin kutsanmasi gibi
konular nedeniyle kiliseye mahkum oluyorlar. Secimler antidemokratik. Zaten simdiki Patrik
secimlerle gelmedi, atamayla geldi ve ermeni cemaati icindse buna ¢ok kizan var ama bir
sley yapamiyorlar. O bakimdan onlarin da tutumlarinin Ttrk muhafazakarlarindcan cok farkli

oldugunu distiinmiyorum. icleirnde bi,zim gibi farklilasmis, daha azinlik bir kesim de var.
Escinsel meselesi irkg¢ilik gibi mi, yoksa tanidik olmadigimiz igin duyulan bir gcekince mi?

Ben soyle bir animi aktarayim: Bizim uluslararsi ylrittiglimiz bir proje var. Gittigimiz
Glkeler, kendi lilkerinde diizenledikleri ayrimciliklarla ilgili kampanyalari anlatiyorlar. Mesela
Hollanda’da orada yasan bir Tiirk kadini getirdiler ve bu kadin oradaki bir caminin dini lideri.
Oradaki misliiman gécmenleri kabul eden bir cami cemaati bu ve kadin bunlarin ruhani
lideri. Fakat basértiisii takmiyor, gayet modern biri. islamofobiyle ilgili yaptiklari
kampanyalari anlatti, cok glizel seyler yapiyorlar, modern bakislari var. Ayni zamanda
feminist bir kadin. Cami cemaatinin liderligini biraktiktan sonra kadin misliman kadinlarla
bir feminist Misliman kadinlar grubu kurmuslar. Erkekler kuranda dah Usttedir ya bunlari
yalanhyorlar. Ben bu kadina Sunu sordum. Lgbt yle hem de misliiman kesimlerle insan
haklariyla ilgili calisalim istiyoruz Tiirkiye’de ama bu miimkin olmuyor. Clinkii hep
onimiizde escinsllk glinahtir hastalikh diyenler var ve bunu Kuran’a bagliyorlar. Ne
diyorsunuz? Dedim. “Ben yorum yapmayayim” dedi. Peki Kuran gercekten oyle diyor mu

dedim. Ona da bir sey séylemek istemedi. Simdi bu en moderni. Burada bile sorun varsa.

Genel olarak baktigimizda islamda keisnlikle pozitif bi yaklasim géremediniz mi? Bu meseleyi
kasinda ¢6zmdis bir misliimanla karsilasmadim. Ama ¢ok da glindemimde olup mislimanla
goériismis degilim. Kisisel deneyimim sadece. Onde Duran misliiman kadinlar var: Hilal
Kaplan. Onunla goristin mutlaka. Belgin size daha iyi baglantilar dnerebilir. Clinki onlar hem
sizi yonlendiriri hem de dogrudan kendi dusiinceleri. Miisiiman kesimlerin en demokratik
onde duran kisiler. Hollandadsaki kadin neden konuya girmedi bilmiyorum ama ben
eminimki o kadin farkli disiiniiyor. Yani escinsel Musliimanlari kendi gruplarina alabilecek

kapasitedeydi kadin.



Escinseller arasinda evlilige karsi ¢cikan var mi? Olabilecegini tahmin ediyorum, baya

muhafazakar escinseller de var ama ben rastlamadim.

5.5. The COC Netherlands
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What are the personal benefits of same-sex marriage. What is the importance of an

official contract for a governmental issue?

Taxes, retirement, children... They are all settled by law. Before we opened marriage in
2001, we had civil unions and registered partnerships and that gaved almost the same civil
rights as the same sex couples. And when they opened up marriage, we did not get any
more rights, but the most important aspect of this step was in the first page of the law it

was written that all homosexual couples will have equal rights as straight couples. With this,



too many other countries also got influenced and for the first time homosexual people

believed that there will be equality for all of them.

5.6. Cihan Tekeli — Amsterdam

Escinsel evliligin kisisel yararlari ne oldu Amsterdam’da?

Bu konuda fikrim var ama kendim escinsel olmadigim icin disaridan bakiyorum biraz.
Vatandas olarak benim icin dnemli bir konu ¢ilinkii her vatandasin haklari ayni olmasi lazim.
ilk olarak escinsel evlilik derken, gay marriage denmesini dogru bulmuyorum ¢iinkii her
vatandas icin ayni seyi soylersin; gay marriage derken kiictik bir ayrimcilik oluyor. Yine de

same-sex marriage diyorlar.

Ekonomik degil. Bundan dnce bazi uygulamalar vardi; birlikte yasiyorsan “registered

partnership” deniliyordu. Civil marriage’a gecince ekonomik olarak bir degisiklik olmadi.



Sanirim Fransa’da simdiye kadar dyleydi(registered partnership). Ama bu sekilde bazi
zorluklar yasaniyor. Mesela sevdigin kisi hastanedeyse, yanina pek kolay kolay
varamiyorsun. Yani ekonomik acidan pek bir sey degismiyor ama bence en énemlisi
“recognition” oluyor, yani taninmasi. Ama etrafimdaki escinsel ciftlere bakarsam genellikle
evlenmiyor, ama bu Hollanda kiiltliriinde olan bir sey. Amsterdamin disina ¢ikardak durum

degisiyor.

Escinsel evlilik deyince 6niimiize ister istemez bir din olgusu ¢ikiyor. Same-sex marriagei ilk

yasallastiran iilke olan Hollanda’da din olgusu nasilk bir tastismaya déniisiiyor?

Sanirim Hollanda zaten diinyada 3. dini en az olan toplum arasinda. Din konusunda buy{ik
tartismalar var ama en cok islamiyet konusunda. O yiizden ¢ok baski oldugu séylenemez. O
ses var ama Yani bir baski s6z konusu ama millet bunu ¢ok dinlemiyor. Burada kiliisenin fazla
glicli yok tartisma konusunda. Politikaya bakarsak dini partiler bile bu konuda s6z haklari

yok.

Secret Garden’la da gériistiik. Onlar Hollanda’nin yerlisinden ¢cok gé¢menlerin bu konuda

sikayet ettigini s6ylediler. Siz bu konuda ne diisiiniiyorsunuz?

Etrafimdaki tlrk hollandali arklarima bakarsak, koyden gelmis egitim gérmemis. Burda
dogduk buyuduk ama ailemizden de deger aliyoruz. Sdce Turkler degil Faslilar da onlarin
yaklsimi da tepkili. Dogtu bir tespit bunu degistirmek cok zor. Homo derken kéti bir kelime,
top oynuyorsun asagilayici bir kelime olarak kullaniliyor. Arklarimna bakarsam hala
kullaniliyor. Koku o kadar derinki hala kullaniliyor. Homo derken zayif gésteriyorsun onu.
Arastirma yaptik siniftaki ayrimcilik. Ogretmenler gay homonun kelimelirimnin kotu
kullanildigini goriiyorlar. Bazi genclere homo deyip bir kenara koyuyor, bu kisi escinsel
olmasa bile. Hollanda’da da hla boyle. Ogretmenlerin yizde 80i islamiyet lzer,ne ayrimcilik

goriyor sinifta.
Otekilestiren gruplar hollandada dogup biiyiien mi yoksa...

Politik durumu da bakmak lazim. islamiyete karsi agresif bir politika var. Tartismalarda cirkin
baskisi var. islamafobi gizli ve biiyiik bir sorun. Bazilari yok der ama bu baska bir tartisma.
Politikaya bakarsak hol hi¢ bir zaman escinsellere karsi ayrimcilik yoktu disardan geliyor bu.

Batinin GstlnlGglnd gostyerme tartismamiza geliyoruz. Bazi politikacilarin inkar etmesi,



yardim etmemesi rahatsiz edici. Bana sorarsaniz iki taraftan da var: alohton derken aslen
hollandali olmayan.yununcadan geliyor:distan gelen demek. Eskiden siyah beyaz tartismasi
vardi bunlari kullanamiyoruz daha safe kelimeler kullaniyoruz. Bu iki kelime de bu sekilde.
Turk ve fas asilli kisilerin bu konuda kompleksleri var. Biz bura misafiriz aslen hollandali
degiliz, onlar da kabul ediyor aslinda. Ama yeni nesile bakarsak degisiyor biraz. ingiltereye

bakarsak gécmenlerin cogu high educated. Hollanda da hepsi boyle degil.
Egitim sizce homofobinin 6niine gegebilecek bir etken mi? Yoksa gelenekle alakali mi?

Egitim tek ¢c6ziim degil ama ¢6ziimiin bir parcasi. Ama onun yaninda iki bliyik pargalar:
topluma bakarsak insanlarin birlikte kaynasmasi. Amsta herkes yanyna yasiyor kaynasmasa
bile. Dogdugum bliylidiigim evde her indsan tipinden var: fasli escinsel ¢ift. Hepsiyle
kaynasma sansi veriyor bu durum. Cocuk olarak bu mantikla blytrsen normal goriyorsun.
Toplum liderleri bu konu uzerine 6ncii olarak yol gostermeleri lazim. Tarik ramadan isvicteli
prof misirli. Blyik katkida bulunan bir prof hem fr hem ing biliyor hollandada bsrkac sene
calisti. Kendisi gayet muhafazakar ama ayni zamanda politik olarak liberal. Onun tutumu din
acisincdan escinsellik bizim agimizdan bsr sorun ama insanlara karsi tavrim baska bir sekilde
olmali. Saygi olmali. Hollandada insanlar genelde bu tavirda. Seninle ayni diiltiiincede
olmasam bile en azindan saygu duyacagim. Turkiyede bazi devlet bakanlari dahil bu durumu
hastalik olarak degerlendiriyor, yardim etmiyor. Sadece politikacilar degil dini liderlerin de
bu konuda yardim etmesi lazim. En iyisi amsa bakarsan bir koalisyon yapmak. Cesitli
liderlerin bir araya gelmesi lazim. Her toplum kendi cikarlarina bakiyor. Misliimanlar sdce
kendi konulariyla, esc,inseller sadce kendi konulariyla ugrasiyor; ikiylzltlik aslinda bu bir
sorun. Bu sorunlari cozmek istiyorsak miisliman escinselleri, escinseller miislimanlara saygi

duyacak.

Bunlari baskiyla yapmak cok zor bir sey, icten gelmesi lazim. Baski distan geliyor neden

glvenelim der.



€o6ziim nasil olablir sizce?

Egitimler,seminerler olabilir. Okullarda yaptigimiz bir arastirmada ¢ocuklar kendi sorunlarini
paylasiyor ama resimlerinin ve isimlerini gdstermek istemiyor. Bu konu safe bir ortamda
olmadigini gésteriyor. Politik dini liderler de boyle seyler soylemeli. Sehirlerde sosyal
ekonomik farklari da kirmak lazim. Amsterdamda soyle oluyor: devletin destegiyle kiralanan
evler var. Zengini fakiri yanyana oturuyor. Bu sorunlari bu sekilde ¢6zebiliriz. Amsterdam da
180den fazla etnik koken var bu miikemmel bir sey. Tabiki sorunlarimiz da var mesela
senede 3 4 kez escinsel sokakta siddet goriiyorlar partide diskoda genclerle dévistyorlar. Bu

bir sorun.

insanlar karsi olsa bile: 6zgiirliik mutluluk. Sen istedigini yap baska birinin isine karismaz.
Tolerans diye bir sey var ama ben bunu bazen pro oolarak gériiyorum. Ama bazen tolerans
bazen demek oluyorki karismiyorum ama sevmiyorum ilgilenmek istemiyorum. O kisiyi
dinleyip ayni fikirde olmasak bile saygli duymak. Bu toleranstan daha glizel bir sey.
Hollandada bu ylizden kimlik krizine disltiik. Tlirk olmak nedir? Hollandada da ayni sorunu

goriyoruz, insanlar ayrmclk yapmak istiyor.
Yunus sorusu. Travmatik bir sonucu olabilir mi acaba kiiltiir farkliligi yiiziinden?

Hollanda basbakani pek desteklemem genelde ama bu konuda hakll ctinkl bu hollandanin
konusu. Ayrica cocuk hollanda vatandast. ikinciissi cocugun iyiligini dsiinmeyip kendi
cikarlarina bakiyorlar. Ayrimcilik derken, ispatlanamayan bir ayrimcilik var. Bir kurum var
eger aile o cocuga bakamiyorsa kurum cocugu alip baska bir aileye veriyor. Ordaki baska bir
sorun tlrk ailerlerin cogu o listede yok. Aile mahkemeden ¢ocugu geri istiyor mahekeme
kabul ediyor verilen aileden tekrar istiyor. Ama mahkeme izin vermesine ragmen bu kurum
engelliyor, cocugu geri vermiyor. Bence burada bir ayrimcilik var. Tiirk ailesi cocuguna
bakamiyor bizim insanlarimiz daha iyi bakiyor anlayisi var ama bu ayrimciligi kanitlamak ¢ok

zor. Baska ailelere geri veriyor ama tirk aile olunca bu sorun oluyor.
Ayrimicilik multifunctional. isine yaradigi gibi kullanihyor.

Hollanda escinsel evliligin yasallasmasi siireci topplumun istedigi bir sey mi politik mi dernek

basarisi



Bence halktan geliyor ilk etapta. 80lerde baslayan bir tartisma escinsel haklarina bakarsak
hollanda ilk siralarda oluyor. Escinsel sporcularimiz politikacilarimiz olmasi da buyiik etken.

Futbol kiiltlirt maco bir kiiltir ama bazi sporlarda sorun degil.
Beni karistirma ne yaparsan yap mantoigi var
Tiirkiyenin gelecegi hakkinda ne diiiiniiyorsunuz?

Evlilik cok uzak ama giizel olan sey taksimde de gordiik yiriyislerr oluyor. insanlarin
gormesi 6nemli bir sey. Sokaga cikip ben escinselim demessi ve onlarin arasinda escinsel
olmayan insanlarin olmasi da ¢cok 6nemli. Gay pridein amaci basladiginda dyleydi. Son

yillarada biraz degisti ekonomik bir sey oldu.

Bazi escinseller gay pridedan hoslanmiyor. Kimseye gostermek istemiyorum bu benim
hayatimin bir parcasi. O kimiligi kisi kendisi tanimlamasi lazim. Distan tanimlamaya calisirsak

bu bir sorun olur.
5.7. Gokkusaginin Kizili

Gokkusaginin kizili iki sene dnce Mart ayinda LGBT meselesine dair duyarli olan, ayrimcilik
karsithginin homofobi ve transfobiyi de icermesi gerektigini diisiinen sosyalistler tarafindan
bir iletisim agi olarak kuruldu. iki yildir Ankara, istanbul ve izmir'deki LGBT yiiriiyislerine

katilmaktayiz. Bunun yanindal Mayisa ve Alevi mitingine de katildik.
Tiirkiye escinsel haklarinin korunmasi konsunda hangi noktada durmaktadir?

Turkiye burda kritik bir yerde duruyor. Tirkiye'de ne LGBTlerin yasal glivenceye alinmis
haklari var ne de LGBT olmak Tirkiye'de yasal olarak sug, hastalik ilan edilmis degil. Bir LGBT
kimligini acikladigi icin, LGBT yiriyuslerine katildigi icin bu kimligiyle kamusal alanda
goruldigi icin yasal bir kovusturmaya tabi tutulmuyor. Ancak bununla birlikte Tirkiye bu
kritik esigin neresine daha yakin yani Tiirkiye'de LGBTler haklarini kazanamaya mi daha
yakin, yoksa bunun bir sug ve hastalik olarak ilan edilmesi mi daha yakin bir secenek diye
baktigimizda, ikincisi maalesef daha yakin goriintiyor ¢linki TSK'nin disiplin yonetmeliginde
escinsel olmak ordudan temelli ihrag sebebi yani bir tir suc. TSK'nin disiplin
yonetmenliginde en agir suclar arasinda escinsel iliskide bulunmak da var. Sayilan diger

suclar Tiirk ceza kanunundaki agir suclar. TSK fiilen escinselligi su¢ saymis durumda. ileride



Tirk ceza kanununda bir diizenleme yapilsa rahatlikla escinsellik de su¢ kapsamina alinabilir.
Turkiye'de LGBT hareketinin geldigi giic buna miisaade etmez diye distnlyorum. Tirkiye

simdilik ortada bir yerde duruyor.

Escinsel evliligin kisisel olarak yararlari nelerdir? Devletten yasal bir statii alinmasi

gerekiyor mu?

Ben burda olaya esitlik baglaminda bakiyorum. Heterosekstellerin evlenme, bosanma,
nafaka, evlat edinme haklari varsa LGBTlerin de bu haklari olmali. Evliligin kendisi
sorgulamak, aile kurumunu sorgulamak ayri bir baslktir. Heteroseksiellerin bu hakki varsa
LGBTlerin de olmali. Olay en basta esitlikle bashyor. LGBTlerin Tiirkiye'de evlenme, evlat
edinme, nafaka gibi haklari yok ama heteroseksiiel yurttaslarin var. Bu da sagci bir bakis
acisindan geliyor. "Evlilik bir kadin ve bir erkek arasindaki akiktir." Sadece bir kadinla bir
erkek evlenebilir, insan dogasina bu uygundur; diger tirlisi insan dogasina, ahlaka, manevi
degerlerimize aykiridir gibi bir paradigmayla karsilasiyoruz. Bunun kendisinin de
sorgulanmasi gerekiyor. Avrupada bazi tilkelerde birliktelik de taniniyor. Avrupada LGBTlerin
kazandigi haklar micadeleyle kazanildi. Ayni miicadeleyi biz vermezsek bu haklardan

mahrum kaliriz.

Tiirkiye'de escinsellere yonelik bakis agisini nasil gériiyorsunuz? Irkgi bir bakis agisi mi var

yoksa alisiimadik bir duruma duyulan bir ¢cekince gibi mi?

Homofobiyi ben iki kisima ayiriyorum. Bir kismi politik sebeplerden homofobikler. Escinsellik
insan dogasina aykiridir, bizim halkimizi ve kiltirimizi yozlastirmak icin ihrag edilmistir,
Turk islam kalttridne aykiridir gibi daha politik bir homofobi de var. Birde glindelik homofobi
dedigim insanlarin birbirine ibne diye kifrederken akillarindan escinsellik diismanhgi
gecirmedikleri bir homofobi var. Bir sdylem, davranis aliskanligl nedeniyle insanlar
homofobik hakaretlerde bulunuyor. Kemiklesmis politik homofobinin altinda bir ideoliji
yatiyor. Buna heteroseksizm de deniyor. Her insanin dogustan heteroseksiiel olmasi
gerektigi yoniindeki gériise heteroseksizm deniyor. Bu ideolijinin karsiligini buludgu yer sag
kulvar. Siyasetin sag kulvari her zaman erkek egemen bir dili kullanmistir. Sag distincelerde
her zaman gli¢ vurgusu vardir. Bunun figirleri erkeklerdir. Glgla erkekler, glicli devleti
glcli orduyu temsil etmektedirler. Erkek figliriintin bu kadar 6ne ¢iktigi bir diizende o

erkegin heteroseksiiel olmasi yaninda esinin ¢ocuklarinin olmasi gerekir. Tayyip Erdogan



"evlenmeyi bile diisinmyorlar" demisti. Erdogan'a gére evlenmemek aylaklik, bos bos
yasamak anlamina geliyor. Kapitalis sistemde Uretim ailede baslar. Tirkiye'de ucuz isciligin
olmasi icin ¢ok sayida iscinin olmasi gerekiyor. Bu somri sistemini devam ettirebilmen icin
belirli bir ntifus artisi oranina ihtiyac var. Tayyipo Erdogan'in {i¢ cocuk yapin demesinin bir
nedeni de bu. Cocuk yapan aile heterosekstiel ailedir. Escinsel ailelerin evlat edinme gibi bir
sansi var. Dolayisiyla sistemin devamliligi bakimindan heteroseksiel ailenin ve belirli oranda
bir dogum hizinin yakalanmasi sarttir. Escinsellik bu diizene comak sokan bir unsur ¢iinki
Ureme odakli degil. Aile kapitalizmde miilkiyet birligidir, sevgi ve ask birligi degildir. Cocuk
yapmaya ve bu sistemi bir sekilde slirdlirmeye yonelik bir birliktir. Escinsel evlilkler daha cok

aska ve sevgiye dayali, 6zgir birlikteliklerdir.
Dinlerin escinsel evlilige bakisini nasil gériiyorsunuz?

Dinler de erkek egemen ideolojilerdir. Dinlerin bakis agisina gore, tanri insani heteroseksiel
yaratmisir; escinsellik bir tir sapmadir. Hristiyanlik bu konuya ekol ekol bakiyor. Katolikler
escinsellik konusunda ¢ok katilardir ama bir takim baska kiliselerde escinsel evlilkler kiyiliyor.
Fakat islam'da durum ok daha farkli ¢iinkii islam'da Lut kavimine génderme yapan ve o
kavimin escinsel erkekler yliziinden topluca yokoldugunu anlatan bir ayet var. Kur'an da
dogrudan escinsel birliktelige gonderme yapan bdyle bir ayet oldugu icin islam'in bu
konudaki tutumu ¢ok daha sert. islam alimi olupta o ayet yoruma agiktir, orada escinsel
dismanhgi yoktur; kigik cocuklarin rizasi olmadan cinsel iliskiye girilmesine gonderme
vardir diyen birkac imam var. Burdan islami hosgériiye bel baglamak miimkiin degil. Nerede
islami ideoliji gliclenirse kadin ve escinsel diismaligi da hemen pesinden geliyor. Bizim
burada yapmamiz gereken islamin escinsel diismani olmayan marjinal yorumlarina bel
baglamak degil, LGBT olarak aydinlanma miicadelesi vermek. Din escinsel haklari konusunda
sessiz kalmalidir. Bu dini ilgilendirmez. Tirkiye'nin 6nde gelen homofobikleri ya islamcidir ya
fasisttir. Bu tesadiifle aciklanamaz ciinkii islam ve sagcilar icin evlililik erkekle kadin
arasindaki birliktir. Onlara goére herkes heteroseksiel olmalidir, tanri kadini boyle

yaratmistir.

Tiirkiye politikasinda escinsellerin yerini nasil gériiyorsunuz?



Turkiye'de AKP'nin LGBT'ye karsi aciktan aciga duyurmadan izledigi bir politika var. Kimligi
acik olan LGBT'leri marjinallestirmek. kimligini gizli yasayan LGBT'leri ise daha dini bir hayat
sirmeye itmek hatta miimkiinse onlari heteroseksiiel bir hayat slirmeye itmek. Zaten
Turkiye'de yasayan LGBT'lerin buyik bir kisimi gizli, blyik bir kisimi evli. Bir sucluluk var
aslinda bu insanlarda LGBT olmaktan dolayr mutlu degiller. Toplumlum onlara bunu 6grettigi
icin bunun ginah oldugunu disiniyolar ama engel de olamiyyorlar ¢linki bu bir icgtdd.
Tanriya siginarak arinmak ve toplumun bir parcasi oldugunu gostermek istiyorlar dine
siginarak. Ama toplumda pek sanslari yok ne dincilik ne milliyetcilik kendilerine LGBT
kontenjani agmaz. Escinsel olmak varolarak AKP'nin kurmaya calistig1 yeni rejimle bir zithiga
diistiyor. Cemil ipek¢i muhafazakar bir escinsel. Cemil ipekgi agiktan Akp'ye oy verdigini
soylese de Akp onun escinselligini 6vmez. Bir LGBT milletvekili adayi da gosterilemez, bir
partiye Uye de yapilamaz. Escinsel olmakla sagci Tirk islam hareketinin varolussal bir zitlik

durumu var.
Bazi LGBT'lerin escinsel kimliklerini gizlemeye ¢alismalarinin sebepleri nelerdir?

Birinci nedeni sagci, islamci ideolojiyi icsellestirmis olmak. Aslinda Tiirkiye'de pek cok LGBT
de homofobiktir. Bu kulaga biraz garip geliyor. Bir escinsel homofobik olabilir mi? Pekala
olabilir. Homofobiyi sadece dar anlamiyla anlamamak gerekiyor. Escinselleri diger
yurttaslarla esit gormemek de homofobinin bir tlirtdir. Turkiye'de pek cok LGBT bu benim
yatak odamla ilgili mesele neden bunun siyasetini yapayim diye disiiniiyor. Bu senin
kimliginle ilgili bir ayrimcilik, bu konuda miicadele vermen gerekir. Bunu yapmiyorsan bu da
bir homofobidir, ayrimcigl, itilip kakilmayi icsellestirdigini gosterir. LGBT'lerde 6rgutsiizlik

problemi var.



Muhafazakar insanlarin escinsel evliligin onaylanmasiyla geleneksel evliligin yara

alacagina dair diisiinceleri var. Bu konu hakkinda neler diisiiniiyorsunuz?

Geleneksel evlilik denen kurumun sarsilicagi ¢cok acik. Sadece geleneksel aile yara almaz ayni
zamanda o egemen ideoloji, sagci Turrk islam sentezine dayanan ideoloji de yara alacaktir.
Tirkiye'de escinsel evlilige onay ¢iksa da o korku asilmadan kimse basvuru yapamaz. Once
Turkiye'de solun gliclenmesi lazim, sagin etkisinin kirilmasi lazim. Biitlin ayrimciliklarin
gerilemesi lazim kiLGBT ayrimciligi gerilesin, LGBT haklari glindeme gelsin. Yoksa

parlementodan bir yasa ¢ikmasi meselesi degil.
The Survey That We Wade for Our Street Interviews in Netherlands
1. Age:

2. Sex: Female / Male / Intersex

w

. Occupation:
4. Education: None / High School / University / Master / phd
5. Origin:

6. District: Bos en lommer, Wester Park, De Baarsjek, Oud-West, Centrum, Oud Zuid, Noord,
Zeeburg,0ost/Watergraafsmaer, Zulder-Amstel, SloterVaart, Osdorp, Geuzenveld/Slotermee

r, Westpoort, Zuidoost.

7. Political Ideology: Anarchism/ Communism/ Conservatism/ Environmentalism/ Liberalism

/Feminism/ Nationalism/ Religious Fundamentalism/ Socialism/ Other
8. Religious Belief:

9. Involvement with the church: once a week / less / none

10. Involvement with the congregation

11. Sexual orientation: Heterosexual / Bisexual / Homosexual / Asexual



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

| know someone personally who is homosexual: Family / Friend

Sexual preference: inborn / choice / both

Perception to homosexuality: against / tolerated /don t care / agree
Homosexual relationships should be recognized by governments all around the world
If | had a neighbour who is homosexual, disturbing / don't care / okay

It is damaging for children to be adopted/foster cared by same-sex couples:
Adoption for same sex couples should be allowed: yes / no

| would be comfortable with my child being in a gay marriage

Homosexual man is a less man than a heterosexual man: yes / no
Homosexuality is a kind of disease that must be treated: yes / no

The one who is religious can also be homosexual: yes / no

My religious belief contradicts with acceptance of homosexuality:

My traditional and moral values contradict with acceptance of homosexuality:

25. Homosexual couples who are showing affection in public: against / tolerated /don t care

/ ok

26.

Gay couples should have the equal rights with heterosexual couples: yes / no

27. Local officials should have the right to refuse to register gay marriages if it is against

their conscious or their religion: yes / no

28. Living with people who have different background is disturbing / tolerated / don t care /

ok

29.

Most of the opponents of same-sex marriage in Nl are consist of immigrants: yes / no



30. Dutch society indicates immigrants as the only opponents of same sex marriage because

of their islamophobic perception against them.

31. The most important factor that contributes to acceptance of homosexuality in NI: traditi

ons /education / religious belief / political preference

32. The most important factor that contributes to the legalization of same sex marriage in NI

: non governmental organizations / media / government / society



