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Konusma Ozeti

Ekonomik kalkinma birgok toplum igin sosyal gerginlikler, siddet ve i¢ savasi beraberinde getirmistir, hatta
kimi toplumlar igin deneyimlerinin ayrilmaz bir pargasi olmustur. Siyaset bilimi ve sosyolojide etnik
farklihklarin toplumsal catismalarda blylk rol oynadigindan bahsedilir. Bu konusmada, Ray etnik
catismayla ilgili yaklasimlari &zetliyor. Ozellikle etnik cesitlilik olcitlerinin kendi tanimladigi etnik
kutuplasma olgutleri ile degistirilmesini 6neriyor ve bu yeni tanimin siyaset bilimcilerin etnik fark tanimi ile
kavramsal olarak uyustugunu savunuyor. Dahasi bu 6lgutler kullanildiginda ampirik ¢alismalarin sonuglari
ile etnik catisma kuramlarinin ¢cikarsamalarinin 6rtistigliini de gosteriyor. Ray daha sonra teoriye dontyor.
Klasik Marksist yaklasim, sosyal catismalarin temelinde ekonomik siniflar arasindaki boéltisim kavgasinin
yattigina inanir. Oysa, biraz once de bahsedildigi lizere, glinimiizdeki bircok catisma ekonomik siniflar
arasinda olmak yerine etnik gruplar arasinda oluyor. Demek ki ekonomik olmayan etkiler tarafindan
olusturulan etnik gruplar arasi zithklar ekonomik nedenlerle olusan siniflar arasi zitliklari bastirabiliyor. Ray,
konusmasinin son béliminde bu fikirleri birlestirip etnik gruplar icindeki ekonomik esitsizliklerin kotu
sinerjisinden bahsedecek ve bu sinerjinin etnik ¢atismalarin stiregelmesindeki roliini vurgulayacak.

Biyografi

Debraj Ray halen New York Universitesi’nde Julius Silver Profesérii ve ekonomi yiiksek lisans direktérii
olarak ¢alismaktadir. Ray ekonomi kuramcilari arasinda son derece (iretken ve yaratici isimlerden biri
olarak bilinmektedir. Refah ve kalkinma ekonomisine, oyun kuramina, esitsizlik ve kutuplasma kuramlarina
son derece dnemli katkilarda bulunmustur. Cornell Universitesi’nden doktorasini aldiktan sonra Stanford
Universitesi, Hindistan istatistik Enstitiisi, Boston Universitesi gibi kurumlarda c¢alismistir. Boston
Universitesi’'nde ayni zamanda Ekonomik Kalkinma Enstitiisi’niin de direktorltgiini yapmis ve Harvard
Universitesi, MIT ve LSE’de ziyaretci 6gretim Uyesi olarak bulunmustur. “Kalkinma iktisadi” isimli kitabi
tlrdnlin en iyi 6rneklerinden biri olarak diinyanin cesitli Giniversitelerinde ders kitabi olarak okutulmaktadir.
Debraj Ray, Fellow of the Econometric Society, Guggenheim Fellowship ve Mahalanobis Memorial Medal’in
da dahil oldugu bircok odiil almistir. Ray halen bircok bilimsel derginin editorlik pozisyonlarinda calismaya
devam etmektedir.
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Abstract

Societal tensions, violence and civil war are a central part of the development process; indeed, to some
societies an intrinsic component of their development experience. A literature in political science and
sociology suggests that the presence of ethnic differences in society may have an important role to play in
conflict. In this lecture, Ray provides an overview of some approaches to ethnic conflict. In particular, he
introduces a measure of ethnic polarization, and argues that this measure is closely in line, conceptually,
with the notion of ethnic difference that political scientists have described. He argues, moreover, that the
empirical findings also agree with theories of ethnic conflict when polarization measures are used. Ray
then turns to theory. Classical Marxism views economic class divisions as the main cause of social conflict.
Yet, in line with the previous discussion, many of the conflicts observed today appear to be ethnic in
nature. It appears that the "vertical" nature of class divisions is often dominated by the "horizontal"
antagonisms across groups delineated by noneconomic markers. In the last part of his talk, Ray attempts to
unify these views, by highlighting the perverse synergy of economic inequality within ethnic groups, and
the role of this synergy in the salience of ethnic conflict.

Background Info

Debraj Ray is Julius Silver Professor of Economics and Director of Graduate Studies at New York University.
Ray has established himself as one of the most productive and creative economic theorists. He has made
diverse contributions to welfare economics, development economics, game theory, and the study of
inequality and polarization. He obtained his Ph.D. from Cornell University and has held long-term positions
at Stanford University, the Indian Statistical Institute, and at Boston University, where he was Director of
the Institute for Economic Development. He has held visiting appointments at Harvard University, MIT, and
the LSE. His textbook, Development Economics, has been widely praised as the best of its kind and is a
required reading at universities around the world. Debraj Ray has received many awards including an
appointment as a Fellow of the Econometric Society, a Guggenheim Fellowship, the Mahalanobis Memorial
Medal, as well as many teaching awards. Ray has served on the editorial boards of prestigious journals.





