3 things that can help you make better use of YouTube in the classroom
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This OLSP digest explores three online tools that enable you to exploit YouTube video clips more effectively in class.

…you want to show a video clip to introduce that great but ‘challenging’ topic that the coursebook writer thought would go down great with the teenagers sitting in front of you. It's 8:40 on a Monday morning and you're confronted with a class full(ish) of people who'd rather still be in bed. What better way to introduce a new topic / activate schemata / brighten up your lesson than by incorporating a snazzy video clip. 
Nevertheless, you wish you could cut off that first minute and a half, or that you could annotate the clip with fun, thought-provoking questions, or maybe even use it as a listening without the images. Well, you can with these three easy to use free online tools.

1. Tube chop




This one does exactly what it says on the tin. Insert the YouTube url into the little box and then decide at which second you'd like the clip to begin.

2. YouTube to mp3



So, in this case you like what's being said but don't much fancy the visuals. Why not use this website to convert the clip into an mp3? As with Tube Chop, simply copy and past the url and follow the instructions.

3. Embed Plus



This is the most sophisticated of the three. Firstly, it allows you to annotate the clip, meaning you can add questions at any point. You can also zoom in to any part of the screen to focus on specific details, as well as show the clip in slow motion. Another thing you can do is to get real time reactions to the clip on Twitter. I hear they're working on voice to text instant subtitling, too.

If you know of any more easy to use applications, please let me know.
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Listen, I've been there, I know how it is…








